XIX Malines: The Second Conversation

Despite the misgivings in various quarters, the Conversa-
tions were to continue, March I4th, 1923, being the ap-
pointed date of reassembly. The question of personnel having
been settled, that of the agenda remained. Both the Dean of
Wells and Dr. Frere had stressed the necessity of a preliminary
meeting of the Anglicans, and this took pkce towards the end
of February. The Dean had a talk with the Archbishop at Lam-
beth on the 2ist, and during the next two days the three repre-
sentatives drew up a memorandum to serve as the basis of the
Conversation. A suggestion thai the Romans should prepare a
similar document was never carried out.

The Anglican memorandum, rather to the Cardinal's sur-
prise, proposed to leave doctrine on one side for the moment

in order to consider possible methods of a practical kind by
which, supposing a reasonable measure of agreement on doctrinal
matters were reached, the Anglican Communion as a whole
might be brought into union, more or less complete in the first
instance, with the Holy See.1

At first sight this procedure gave an impression of topsy-
turviness, of trying to settle points which could only arise when
a vital assumption had been made good* Actually there was a
lot to be said for the course. When you are making a journey it
is as well to know your precise destination beforehand. People
talked loosely about Reunion, with only the haziest ideas of
what it might involve* Let its implications be made clear and its
administrative practicability established, and it would be pos-
sible to revert, with encouragement, to the discussion of dog-
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